
278

39 CFR Ch. I (7–1–98 Edition)§ 957.19

or of the place where the examination
is held; within a foreign country, depo-
sitions may be taken before a secretary
of an embassy or legation, consul gen-
eral, vice consul or consular agent of
the United States, or any other person
designated in the order for the taking
of a deposition.

(g) Depositions may also be taken
and submitted on written interrog-
atories in substantially the same man-
ner as depositions taken by oral exam-
ination. When a deposition is taken
upon written interrogatories and cross-
interrogatories, none of the parties
shall be present or represented, and no
person, other than the witness, a steno-
graphic reporter, and the officer shall
be present at the examination of the
witness, which fact shall be certified by
the officer, who shall propound the in-
terrogatories and cross-interrogatories
to the witness in their order and reduce
the testimony to writing in the wit-
ness’ own words.

§ 957.19 Transcript.
(a) Hearings shall be stenographi-

cally reported by a contract reporter of
the Postal Service under the super-
vision of the Judicial Officer. Argu-
ment upon any matter may be excluded
from the transcript by order of the Ju-
dicial Officer. A copy of the transcript
shall be a part of the record and the
sole official transcript of the proceed-
ing. Copies of the transcript may be ob-
tained by the Respondent from the re-
porter upon the payment to him of a
reasonable price therefor. Copies of
parts of the official record other than
the transcript may be obtained from
the librarian of the Postal Service or
the Docket Clerk.

(b) Changes in the official transcript
may be made only when they involve
errors affecting substance and then
only in the manner herein provided. No
physical changes shall be made in or
upon the official transcript, or copies
thereof, which have been filed with the
record. Within 10 days after the receipt
by any party of a copy of the official
transcript, or any part thereof, he may
file a motion requesting correction of
the transcript. Opposing counsel shall,
within such time as may be specified
by the Judicial Officer, notify the Judi-
cial Officer in writing of his concur-

rence or disagreement with the re-
quested corrections. Failure to inter-
pose timely objection to a proposed
correction shall be considered to be
concurrence. Thereafter, the Judicial
Officer shall by order specify the cor-
rections to be made in the transcript.
The Judicial Officer on his own initia-
tive may order corrections to be made
in the transcript with prompt notice to
the parties of the proceeding. Any
changes ordered by the Judicial Officer
other than the agreement of the par-
ties shall be subject to objection and
exception.

§ 957.20 Proposed findings and conclu-
sions.

(a) Each party to a proceeding, ex-
cept one who fails to appear at the
hearing may, unless at the discretion
of the Judicial Officer such is not ap-
propriate, submit proposed findings of
fact, conclusions of law and supporting
reasons either in oral or written form
in the discretion of the Judicial Offi-
cer. The Judicial Officer may also re-
quire parties to any proceeding to sub-
mit proposed findings of fact and con-
clusions of law with supporting rea-
sons. Unless given orally the date set
for filing of proposed findings of fact
and conclusions of law shall be within
15 days after the delivery of the official
transcript to the Docket Clerk who
shall notify both parties of the date of
its receipt. The filing date for proposed
findings shall be the same for both par-
ties. If not submitted by such date, or
unless extension of time for the filing
thereof is granted, they will not be in-
cluded in the record or given consider-
ation.

(b) Except when presented orally be-
fore the close of the hearing, proposed
findings of fact shall be set forth in se-
rially numbered paragraphs and shall
state with particularity all evidentiary
facts in the record with appropriate ci-
tations to the transcript or exhibits
supporting the proposed findings. Each
proposed conclusion shall be separately
stated.

§ 957.21 Decision.
The Judicial Officer shall issue a

final agency decision. Such decision
shall include findings and conclusions,
with the reasons therefor, upon all the
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